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• Infrastructure development in Africa. 

• Internet use, based on the After Access survey . 

• Social media tax

• Internet shutdowns 

The Presentation will focus 



Internet and Economic growth

- The ICT sector has proven to a strong drivers of economic 
growth 

- Well functioning sector is crucial for facilitation of trade 
and commerce 

- UN 2030 Agenda acknowledges ICT as crucial to the 
achievement of SDGs

- By improving efficiency in delivery of quality services in 
the areas of health care, education, finance, commerce, 
education governance and agriculture 



Internet evolution in Africa 

- The ICT sector and especially the Internet saw a growth in 
the past decades due to landing of sub-marine cables in 
Africa 

- The landing of 6 sub-marine cables which includes: 
SEACOM, SAT-3, WACS, SAFE, TEAMS have increased 
Africa’s bandwidth capacity to about 520Gbps 

- Increasing availability of International bandwidth in 
African countries 

- These has led to the laying down of infrastructure 
including the fiber to home 



Summary of infrastructure 



Broadband value chain
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Internet evolution in Africa 

- In 2018, Rwanda become one of the first African countries 
to have 95% 4G/LTE coverage

- South Africa’s two mobile operators, MTN and Vodacom 
announced in 2018, that they have reached more than 
90% 4G/LTE coverage 

- A number of African countries today want to leapfrog in to 
5G but majority of these countries are still battling with 
low Internet penetration on rural areas 



Internet evolution in Africa 

- For instance, despite Rwanda having achieved 95% 
4G/LTE majority do not have Internet. Only 10% use the 
Internet 

- In South Africa, the release of high demand spectrum has 
been dragging for more than 6 years,- high cost of 
Internet 

- Some countries –Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia have 
introduced regressive policies- social media tax 



ICT indicators 



Nationally representative surveys of ICT access and use by households & individuals aged 15-65; In 16 developing countries; 
Data represents 30% of the global population; 28,900 face-to-face interviews; +/-3 margin of error



Mobile phone ownership, Internet use tracks 
GNI per capita



Gender gap in Internet use also tracks GNI broadly but anomalies



Internet divide greater between urban and rural areas 



Access to internet about poverty, education, income



Infrastructure, coverage and intensity of use, SA 
benchmarked against Ghana, Kenya and Nigeria 



Access, Ghana, Kenya and Nigeria 



Use, Ghana, Kenya and Nigeria 



Usage, Ghana, Kenya and Nigeria 



Usage, SA benchmarked against Argentina, 
Colombia, Guatemala, Paraguay and Peru



Affordability, SA benchmarked against Ghana, 
Kenya and Nigeria 



Quality of service 



Quality of service 



Competition, Ghana, Kenya and Nigeria 
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