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WHAT ARE HUMAN RIGHTS?

e Rights inherent to ALL human beings -
rights that ensure that we live a life of
dignity

e Born with these rights - states merely
regulate them

e Universal and inalienable






WHERE CAN T FIND THEM?

e Guaranteed by law, in the forms of treaties, customary
international law , general principles and other sources
of international law.

e International human rights law lays down obligations of
Governments to act in certain ways or to refrain from
certain acts, in order to promote and protect human
rights and fundamental freedoms of individuals or groups.

e This is the minimum!



BILL OF RIGHTS

Universal Declaration of Human Rights
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural
rights

A whole host of other treaties and covenants



HOW DOES IT APPLY TO THE INTERNET!

e [T]he same rights that people have offline must also be
protected online

e On and through digital technologies and spaces
e Direct exercise and indirect impact:

Example 1: E-commerce
Example 2: Internet shutdowns

Example 3: Sexual harassment online



Source:https://www.apc.org/en/pubs/impact-internet-human-rights-africa
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A Twitter ban was impesed on 20 May 2012. Social
media, increasingly used by the Pakistani people,
have been blocked: YouTube, Facebook
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Governments are pushing for cybercrime
or copyright legislation that limits this right online
SOPA and PIPA in the Unit States, ACTA in E

Governments are introducing special legislation
that suspends or limits online mobilisation.
sdent-protest law in Québ in Russia
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ARTICLE 1 - TCESCR

The States Parties to the present Covenant
recognize the right of everyone:

To enjoy the benefits of scientific progress
and 1ts applications
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HINDUISM IS A

BACKWARD RELLGION




RORINGYAS ARE INFILTRATORS - A TH

10 OUR CULTURE - CRUSH THEM!




RIGHTS BASED
APPROACH

Where people and rights take
the centre stage




THE WHO AND WHAT!

It treats individuals and collections of individuals as ‘rights-holders’ with legal
entitlements, and government institutions as not mere service providers but
‘duty-bearers,” who are under an obligation to deliver on peoples’ rights. This also
extends to non-state actors including corporations to refrain from infringing on the
rights of others and playing a key role in ensuring that all rights can be enjoyed by all
people. Therefore, states and other entities not only have the responsibility to protect
the rights holders, they also have an active role to contribute to the development of
the capacities of ‘rights-holders’ to claim their rights and ‘duty-bearers’ to meet their

obligations.



PRINCIPLES

Applying all rights

Participation

Non-discrimination

Accountability

Transparency

Recognising of unequal power relations and
exclusion



HUMAN RIGHTS

MECHANISMS




PLATFORMS AND PROCESSES

International: Human Rights Council; treaty bodies

Regional: Council of Europe; African Commission on Human and
People’s Rights; Organisation of American States

National: national human rights institutions and courts



NATIONAL

Strategic litigation
Engaging National Human rights Institutions

Sources:
https://www.apc.org/en/pubs/national-human-rights-institutio
ns-digital-spaces
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The Key Role of National Human Rights Institutions
@ (NHRIs) in Protecting Human Rights in the Digital Age
ﬁ We are all cyborgs.
There is not a clear distinction between “online” and “offline” e Digital technologies are
worlds anymore. When we talk about human rights in modern »é"‘ an extension of ourselves.
Increasingly. our economies,

societies, we must consider how internet can strengthen them.
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What can NHRIs do to uphold Human rights violations can also

and promote internet rights? happen through cyberattacks. Be alert:
NHRI members, staff, witnesses

and sources can be targets of

governments and third parties.

NHRIs have a key role to play in

order to protect and promote
human rights on the internet
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UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

e Check out:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/home.aspx

e Founded 1n 2006 - based 1n Geneva

47 UN member states elected - three-year terms on a

regional group basis

Resolutions : Human rights on the internet

Treaty bodies

OHCR

Special Procedures

UPR



AFRICAN STATE MEMBERS

Current Membership of the Human Rights Council, 1 January - 31
December 2019 by regional groups

COUNTRY TERM EXPIRES IN

AFRICAN STATES

Angola 2020
Burkina Faso 2021
Cameroon 2021
Democratic Republic of the Congo 2020
Egypt 2019
Eritrea 2021
Nigeria 2020
Rwanda 2019
Senegal 2020
Somalia 2021
South Africa 2019
Togo 2021

Tunisia 2019


https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/MembersByGroup.aspx

[REATY BODIES

ICCPR Human Rights Committee
ICESCR Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights

CEDAW Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women

CERD Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination

CAT Committee against Torture

CRC Committee on the Rights of the Child



SPECTAL PROCEDURES

e https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/sp/pages/
welcomepage.aspx

A whole range

Annual and thematic reports (joint reports)
Joint statements

Communications

What’s the point?



UPR

It reviews the human rights record of each state according
to the same parameters and procedures, whatever the human
rights situation and the state’s ratification or compliance
with international human rights treaties. This interactive
dialogue, where all UN member states have the opportunity to
question and make recommendations to other UN member states,
is an approach that is unique to the UPR process.

X



RESOURCES

UPR:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/upr/pages/uprmain.aspx

UPR and Digital rights guide:
https://www.apc.org/en/pubs/using-universal-periodic-review-
human-rights-onlin

UP course:
https://advocacyassembly.org/en/courses/48/#/chapter/1/lesso

n/2

UPR recommendations database: https://www.upr-info.org/en



https://advocacyassembly.org/en/courses/48/#/chapter/1/lesson/2
https://advocacyassembly.org/en/courses/48/#/chapter/1/lesson/2
https://www.upr-info.org/en

DO AFRICAN STATES NOT CARE!
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Recommendation
>

Strengthen the fight against xenophobia on social networks
and the Intermet

Investigate and prosecute racist and xenophobic discourse
and incitement to hatred in the media and on the [Atérmet by
extremist politicians

Take stricter measures to condemn and ensure accountability
for all manifestations of intolerance, including in political
discourse and on the Inteérnet. and punish those who are
involved in it

Continue the spread of intérfAet connections throughout the
rural areas

Set up national mechanisms to monitor, investigate,
prosecute and punish incitement to and acts of hatred,
intolerance, racism and xenophobia, including hate speech
and racist and xenophobic acts committed on the internet and
through political platform

Persevere in its efforts to prevent and combat xencphobia, in
particular on the Internet

Implement strict measures, including in the area of
legislation, to combat hate speech and other manifestations
of racism and xenophobia, including on the intemet, in line
with the obligations under articles 19 and 20 of ICCPR

Closely monitor developments relating to extreme right and
racist movements, including skinhead groups, and reinforce
efforts to counter the dissemination of racist and xenophobic
propaganda by a section of the population through the Intérnet
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International instruments
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RECOMMENDATIONS RECEIVED
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Recommendation
>

Following the lifting of the State of Emergency in Februarny
2011. promptly take messures to bring all other legisistion
and decrees in conformity with its international obligstions
simed st fully ensuring freedom of expression. including on
the infesnet. and freedom of pesceful sssembly snd of

Lift all the restrictions on the rights to fresdom of expression
snd of the press. including IBfesnet frecdom and fully
implement its obligstions in ascocordance with ICCPR

Continue with the impressive process of granting ascoess to
the Infssmet to its populstion. in particulsrs to underprivileged
communities

Review its legisiation in order to protect sand promote the
right to freedom of opinion and expression. including on the
Intesnet. slso providing protection to journslists agsinst
harassment by police and other asuthorities

Take further steps in order to gusrantee freedom of
expression. including freedom of expression on the iDlaret

Improve the transparency of the =lectoral process. provide
=gusl conditions for all candidates. prevent obstruction of
the medis and the Intesnet. snd ensure the independence
of the Electorsl Commission and impastisl investigstion of
sllegstions of slection fraud and viclence

Immedistely relesse persons detained or imprisoned for
exercising their freesdom of expression on the Intasnet

Revise relevant laws and practice to ensure compliance with
ICCPR including for bloggers and public acoess to

Take action to secure that the enjoyment of human rights
extends to the IRfeFnet. ss pronocunced by the Human Rights
CTommittee and relevant United Nations rescolutions

Take messures to protect freedom of expression and
sssociation. by pursuing its reforms of the Isw on the press
and of the Penal Code to bring them into conformity with its
fundamental law and internaticonsal standsards. by putting an
end to the restrictions on B 2 acoess. and by allowing
the free establishment of asscociations
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HOW DO WE ENGAGE!

Solid research

Collaborate

Strategise

Persist

Submit briefs and statements

Deliver statements

Holding meetings in public and private



LFYOU NEED ANY HELP WITH YOUR ADVOCACY

Contact:

anriette@apc.org

koliwe@apc.org

deborah@apc.org

veronica@apc.org

gayatri@apc.org
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